Follow the Leaders

Hebrews 13:7-17
Introduction:

I.  Honor Your Past Leaders – 13:7
This may refer to some general group of leaders; or, more likely, it at least included the apostles. (Hebrews 2:4)
Leaders (he doesn’t use titles) are God’s gift to the church. 
Six or seven years prior to the writing of Hebrews Paul had written in Ephesians 4:8, 11-13
“When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts to men…. And He ﻿﻿gave ﻿﻿some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as ﻿﻿evangelists, and some as pastors and ﻿﻿teachers, for the equipping of the ﻿﻿saints for the work of service, to the building up of ﻿﻿the body of Christ; until we all attain to ﻿﻿the unity of the faith, and of the ﻿﻿﻿﻿knowledge of the Son of God, to a ﻿﻿mature man, to the measure of the stature ﻿﻿which belongs to the ﻿﻿fullness of Christ.”
A. Remember Their Work 

1. They had the Rule Over You.

Their official office aside, the apostles were leaders in the church at Jerusalem.

They exercised authority over the church. Galatians 2:1-10 (the famine visit).
Peter, James and John gave Paul and Barnabas 

· approval of their grace gospel and 

· the right hand of fellowship. 
2. They Spoke the Word of God. 

They weren’t making it up as they went along.
Until the N. T. Canon was completed, they relied on the O.T. and the gift of prophecy.

That Word was the basis of all doctrine and practice.

B. Imitate Their Faith - Consider the Outcome of Their Faith.
1.  Copy their Faith

Don’t imitate everything they do.

Their calling may not be the same as yours, but the faith that led them to:



Glorify God





Suffer for Christ






Serve the Lord
Even die for the Lord;
That faith each believer needs for whatever his particular calling may be.
2. Consider the Outcome

“The end” probably refers to how they ended their lives. 

“They finished their course, they kept the faith.”

In the case of the apostles, cost them their lives, except for John.

3. Be Confident in the Object – 13:8
That object is Jesus Christ.

1. He is the same 

Yesterday – The Old Testament day
Today – The Gospels Day
Forever- Our day and forever
2. He still empowers His servants, 

He empowered them to serve Him.

He will do the same for you and me.
II. Test Strange Doctrines. – 13:9
A. The Major Test Is Grace.


Salvation [Justification] is by grace (Ephesians 2:8-9)

Sanctification is by grace (Galatians 3)

Service is by Grace, not by foods (I Corinthians 9-11)
“Foods” - Meat offered to idols? 
Probably not to these Judean Christians More likely it is a reference to Jewish laws.

These rules are added to the gospel, before or after it is presented so that the people are taught that they are necessary in order to gain heaven.

It didn’t end with the first century.

Many so-called Christian groups are enslaving millions into the heretical notion that salvation must be earned by the Law of Moses or some law of their own design.
In the process many are doomed to hell or to a life of ineffective service by the whim of irresponsible, and/or ignorant charlatans.

B. Another Test Is the Doctrine’s Effect. 
How has the doctrine worked in the life of the one who holds it?

The effect of this kind of life is not an established life, firmly planted by grace on the rock, Christ Jesus. but a shaky life planted by works on shifting sands of legalism.

III. The City of Jerusalem is no Longer Our Home – 13:10-14

A. Our Altar is Different from Israel’s – 13:10
1. Their altar was:

· A picture/ type.
· Temporary
· Available only by the Law 

2. Our altar is the:
· Antitype or fulfillment.

· Permanent 

· Available only by Grace

B. The Old Testament Sacrifices Were Burned Outside the Camp - 13:11

This is a reference to the Day of Atonement.

The priests did not eat of this sacrifice.

The meat was burned outside the camp.
C. Jesus Suffered Outside the Gate of Jerusalem.

John 19:20 …the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city;”
D. Let Us Go Forth to Him – 

1. We must go outside the gate.

a. They were to leave the city as the center of earthly, ritualistic, legalistic religion.
b. They were to leave the city as the center of hatred for Jesus. 
He was hated by:

religious leaders


Priests and rabbis



Politicians and men of law




Judges and police officers

Learned scribes 






Common people

They all joined to cast Him away

CRUCIFY HIM – CRUCIFY HIM
c. They were to leave the city which was under the judgment of God.
Matthew 24:1-2
“Then ﻿﻿Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came up to show Him the buildings of the temple. ﻿And Jesus said to them, “Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, ﻿﻿not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” 
It came to pass in AD 70. Two or three years after the writing of this Epistle.
2. We Must Bear His Reproach.

The hatred for Jesus was not limited to Jerusalem, it had spread throughout the Roman Empire.

Paul was hated and persecuted directly or indirectly for Christ’s sake:

II Corinthians 1:23-27

“Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am more: ﻿﻿in labors more abundant, ﻿﻿in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, ﻿﻿in deaths often. From the Jews five times I received ﻿﻿forty ﻿﻿stripes minus one. Three times I was ﻿﻿beaten with rods; ﻿﻿once I was stoned; three times I ﻿﻿was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep; ﻿in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, ﻿﻿in perils of my own countrymen, ﻿﻿in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; in weariness and toil, ﻿﻿in sleeplessness often, ﻿﻿in hunger and thirst, in ﻿﻿fastings often, in cold and nakedness— 

Let us go forth to Him.
But we will have to leave the sacrifices!
IV. We Have Sacrifices of Our Own -13:15-16

A. The Sacrifices of Praise – 13:15

1. Who Offers the Sacrifice?

The priests of the New Covenant
We don’t have priests. We are priests!
A holy priesthood - I Peter 2:5

A royal priesthood - I Peter 2:9

“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of ﻿﻿darkness into His marvelous light; 
B. The Sacrifice of Sharing – 13:16

1. Do Good. 
2. Communicate – share κοινωνίας - The first generation of the church shared.
Acts 4:34
“Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; ﻿﻿for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, and laid them at the apostles’ feet; ﻿﻿and they distributed to each as anyone had need.”
They needed to continue this gracious attitude.

God is well-pleased with these sacrifices.

V. Honor Your Present Leaders – 13:17

A. They Watch Out for Your Souls

They watch as a shepherd watches the sheep.

They love the sheep.
Obedience to the under-shepherd is the same as obedience to the chief shepherd.
B. They Must Give an Account.
They are responsible to the owner.

They shall receive the stricter judgment.

C. They Can Do It in Joy.

If the people obey, the leader’s job is joyful.
The obedience of the church makes leading a joy.
D. They Can Do It in Grief.

Likewise the disobedience of the church will bring grief to the leaders.

He feels that he has failed his Lord and the ones the Lord has committed to his charge.
E. “In Grief” Is Unprofitable For You.

This grief is not good for the disobedient ones.
When he says not profitable, he is putting it mildly. 

Conclusion:

﻿
